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121Aix la Chapelle in the year 1810, July 21. He was educated at the Ecole Polytech-nique and the ficole des Mines. He became Gay-Lussac's successor as Professor of Chemistry in the former institution in 1840, and, the next year, Professor of Physics in the College de France. Up to this time his researches were confined to organic chemistry: an important paper on the ethers appeared in 1835. From 1847 to 1854 he was Chief Engineer of Mines, and subsequently became director of the famous porcelain works at Sevres. From 1841, for over twenty years, he published the results of research after research upon the physical constants of gases, of liquids and of solids. In this extraordinary series are to be found investigations of the compressibility of gases, liquids and solids; of their densities, and rates of expansion; of the tension of vapors; of calorimetrical methods; of the latent heat of substances; of their specific heat, etc., etc. In addition, may be mentioned contributions to the mechanical theory of heat and study of the velocity of sound. All the records of his latest work were, to his great sorrow and to the loss of the scientific world, destroyed during the Franco-Prussian War. His scientific labors ended in 1872, but he lived until Jan. 19, 1878. Eegnault's great reputation rests upon his extraordinary skill in devising and using apparatus. It may be said that in whatever direction his researches led him, he invariably succeeded in discovering sources of error in the work of his predecessors and in eliminating it, at least in large measure, from his own results.
